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MAKING LOCAL ISSUES #UNIGNORABLE



We invest donor dollars in programs that impact our region.  We partner with other

organizations to address the underlying issues that impact residents and promote the

needs and interests of our most vulnerable citizens.

VISION All individuals and families their human potential through education, financial stability and healthy lives.

MISSION Mobilizing communities into making fundamental changes to community conditions.

FOCUS
AREAS

POVERTY TO POSSIBILITY  |  ALL THAT KIDS CAN BE  |  HEALTHY PEOPLE, STRONG COMMUNITIES

8 #UNIGNORABLE ISSUESISSUESISSUES
POVERTY  |  MENTAL HEALTH |  HOMELESSNESS
HUNGER |  SOCIAL ISOLATION  |  UNEMPLOYMENT
EDUCATION INEQUALITY  |  DOMESTIC VIOLENCE



MESSAGE FROM OUR EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

United Way Alberta Northwest has been creating im pact in the community for over 47 years. As we begin our new fiscal year, I want to take

a moment to provide you with an update on our work and where we are heading in the future. It's hard to imagine a time before mid-March

when the COVID-19 pandemic hit our community. There is not one community, not one corner, not one individual that hasn't been affected

by the last year's events.

 

The onset of COVID-19 provided an unimaginable challenge to our community and created an overwhelming need, unlike anything we have

seen in the last century. The pandemic exposed broken places in our community and left those already marginalized in even more

desperate situations. 

 

United Way Alberta Northwest immediately responded by activating our Emergency Relief Fund. We quickly infused $12,000 into the

community to offset some of the immediate economic and personal impacts felt by many in our neighborhoods, especially our more

vulnerable population of senior citizens.

 

Since then, through The Emergency Community Support Funding and New Horizon Seniors Funding provided by the Government of

Canada, we have invested $664,880 into the community through more than 35 programs assisting people in Northwestern Alberta with

basic and critical needs. For many people, United Way Alberta Northwest's assistance meant food on the table, formula for babies, ability

for many to pay rent, mortgages and utilities, and so much more.

 

To provide long-term assistance to the community as it recovers from the COVID-19 pandemic, United Way Alberta Northwest established

the Community Impact Committee to target our community's funding gaps better to make the most significant impact. The committee

represents the organization's shift from emergency response to ongoing recovery efforts.



It is also part of a new campaign for 2021 – Rebuilding a Stronger Community. The campaign focuses on rebuilding a more resilient

community by helping lift those who have suffered devastating personal and economic losses since the virus's onset.  United Way Alberta

Northwest strives to provide much-needed support to the community as we move forward and heal from the pandemic. This includes

providing funding for meals for senior citizens, students, and families, assistance with rent, mortgages and utilities, and other basic needs.

Donations made to United Way will also help create job development and training programs, educational programs for PreK-12 and college

readiness, and general and mental health programs.

Throughout the pandemic, United Way Alberta Northwest staff and board worked tirelessly to ensure our campaign finished strong while

we focused on helping our community during the COVID-19 pandemic.

Thank you to our donors.  None of our work would be possible without your support, trust, and commitment.  You've made it possible for

UWABNW to invest vital resources directly in those neighborhoods most in need.

It is my honor and privilege to serve as the Executive Director of United Way Alberta Northwest.  Many challenges lie ahead, but I am

confident with continued support from all of you. We will get through the pandemic, assist those in need, and rebuild our neighborhoods

into an even more vibrant community.

Jamie Craig

Executive Director



OUR REGIONOUR REGIONOUR REGION   
is 212,493.63 sq/KM

we currently fund over 30 local
programs Annually

we funded 35 Programs to help with the
impacts of COVID-19



PARTNERING TO SUCCEED

LIVES WERE CHANGED IN THE ALBERTA
NORTHWEST REGION IN 2020.  THROUGH
INVESTMENTS IN THE FOLLOWING AREAS:

 

8,433

FROM POVERTY TO POSSIBILITY
Meals on Wheels
G.P Catholic School District Snack Program
G.P Public School District Snack Program
United Way Emergency Fund
Manning Food Bank
Peace River Soup Kitchen
High Prairie Food Bank
Grande Prairie Friendship Centre Community Kitchen
Sagitawa Out of the Cold Shelter

ALL THAT KIDS CAN BE

HEALTHY PEOPLE, STRONG COMMUNITIES

Cool Aid Society
Camp Heal-A Heart
Ignite! (Fairview)
John Howard Society
KidSport
Society for Support to Pregnant & Parenting Teens
YMCA After School Adventures
Stepping Stones Daycare Society

Camp Tamarack
Catholic Family Services
Centre for Creative Arts
Seniors Outreach
MS Society 
Parkinson's Alberta
Spinal Cord Injury



OUR COVID-19 
COMMUNITY RESPONSE

DONORS

Provided partner agencies flexibility in using their

funding to meet emerging needs.

Quickly established a community response fund and

collaborated with Grande Prairie Regional Emergency

Partnership on PPE for agencies and grocery delivery.

Partnered with the City of Grande Prairie Community

Social Development department on the execution of

funding. 

Administered funds from the Government of Canada to

provide urgent funding to support not-for-profits

throughout the Northwestern Region.

 

 
CORPORATE DONORS

 

Husky
Wawanesa Mutual Insurance

ATB
Keyera Energy
Canadian Tire

Govt. of Alberta Matching Program
Scotia Bank

 

 

Our Initial recovery efforts when crisis struck:

 

INDIVIDUAL DONORS

Dwayne Knoblauch - Melissa O'Neil - Tim Gordey
Timothy Chernuka - Yetunde Fadumila - Chett Matchett
Debbie Pilgrim - Shelly Starman - Ping WuNadean Yates

Jasmine Ing - Mykah Schroeder - Nicole Zachara Gail Taylor
Adam Zylstra - Noah Lavergne - Nityananda Khanal

Anita Mallick - Gail Ungstad - Madelynn Cauchie 
Alanna Mckellar - Kimberley Pilnasek - Leah Solsky - Craig Holt



COVID-19 FUNDING
HIGHLIGHTS

Organizations were funded who directly help our senior population. 

5
Organizations were funded to directly help our most vulnerable

street engaged individuals with community navigation during the
COVID-19 pandemic and essential needs. 

7 Organizations were funded to directly help at-risk youth, youth
mentorship and counseling, student technology needs, and

literacy supports for indigenous youth.

3 Organizations were funded to build their capacity to adapt to
changing circumstances for immune-compromised individuals.

13
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SOCIAL ISOLATIONSOCIAL ISOLATION

“I am a senior and I look so forward to
this class every Thursday.  Thank you to the

Centre for making me feel worthwhile".
-Centre for Creative Arts Student

Senior Art Class

 
 
 

BUILDING STRONG AND HEALTHY
COMMUNITIES

18
PROGRAMS SUPPORTED

 

1,089
INDIVIDUALS
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“The snack program has greatly benefited my
students this year. They know that if they are

hungry, they can always have a healthy
snack to help fill them up. This allows their
brains to focus on the important aspects of

learning, rather than on the fact that they're
hungry. Many of my students access the

snack program each day. I believe it helps to
give them a sense of security in this

especially difficult time, to know that this is
one less thing for them to worry over".

-Ecole St. Gerard

HELPING KIDS BE ALL THEY CAN BE

14
PROGRAMS SUPPORTED

 

7,250
INDIVIDUALS
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COMMUNITY NAVIGATIONCOMMUNITY NAVIGATION

“The soup kitchen is a place to have a warm meal
as I live out of my vehicle and also a place to 
come to seek out possible job opportunities”. 

“A Place where we can look out for each other”.
“It helps us spread our income a little farther”.

 
-Peace River Soup Kitchen

FROM POVERTY TO POSSIBILITY

INFORMATION/
STATS

12
PROGRAMS SUPPORTED

 

6,630
INDIVIDUALS

 



COLLABORATIONS

Emergency Fund


